
 

 

Welcome and blessing by Rev Simon Buckley St Anne’s Church 

 

Welcome 

 

Welcome to St Anne’s Garden’s on this the 17th Anniversary of the bombing 

at the Admiral Duncan pub. We come of course to remember the three 

people who lost their lives that day, Nik Moore, Andrea Dykes and John Light 

and the many more who were injured - scarred mentally and physically- 

members of this community and our friends on whom the bombing took a 

heavy toll, thinking particularly of David Morley affectionately known to many 

as ‘Sinders’.  

 

Each year that I have been involved in this event someone has expressed 

surprise that the bombing is still being marked on an annual basis, and it is 

perhaps for those who were most closely affected to determine whether this 

celebration should continue annually, or every five years or whatever. But 

however we continue to mark this day, what we must never do is cease to 

stand shoulder to shoulder with those whose lives have been torn apart by 

the prejudice, intolerance or hatred of others. Whether inflicted in the attacks 

on Old Compton St, Brick Lane or Brixton 17 years ago; or on Paris, 

Brussels, Tunisia, Mogadishu and innumerable places in the last year since 

we last gathered here. We stand side by side to share the pain and suffering 

of our brothers and sisters of whatever race, religion and sexuality and we 

stand up in direct opposition to those whose creed is one of violence, hatred 

and intolerance. 

 

Despite the best efforts of some, Soho remains a place where community is 

strong and people, rather than ignore their neighbour, simply allow them to be 

who they are. Taking friends from out of town to lunch near a window on Old 

Compton Street is a futile exercise if you’re hoping to have their undivided 

attention. They will instead be captivated by the rich variety of life walking by 

that distracts them from your conversation, however scintillating. Long may it 



 

 

be so.  Tonight, yes we remember with love those who were killed in the 

Admiral Duncan, we support those whose lives were changed for ever that 

day, but we gather too to cheer on those who take the risk to live boldly in the 

face of who knows what today, and we celebrate their freedom, their courage 

and their right to be who they are. 

 

Blessing 

 

God of time and eternity, give rest to those whose lives have been intertwined 

with ours and who are now out of reach yet forever close in our hearts.  

Give strength to those whose hearts are heavy and lift them with your tender 

care.  

Give joy to us who hold the preciousness of each life before you: and express 

thanks for our own lives through valuing the dignity of others. 

 

Turn the hearts of the violent and intolerant 

take from us all bitterness and hardness of heart 

and fill all people with compassion for those with whom they share this world. 

 

And the blessing and peace of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit surround you 

this day and always 

 

Amen. 

 


