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Welcome to St Anne’s Gardens. 

I want to begin by saying a few words of Thanks. 

Thank you to Councillor Paul Church for representing the Lord Mayor of 

Westminster, Westminster Council and the people of Westminster. 

Thank you Inspector Ian Wilson representing Mr Rogers and the Westminster 

Metropolitan Police Service. 

Thank you to Tatjana our Westminster LGBT Liaison Officer and your team of 

officers. 

Thank you to Rev Simon Buckley, the priest in charge of St Anne’s Church, who 

kindly arranged for the gardens to be kept open later this evening. 

Thank you to the members of the Diversity Choir singing today. 

Thank you to Oliver and the team at the Admiral Duncan, for looking after us 

all as you do each year. 

Thank you to Mary Mac, Son Ofa Tutu and Tanya Hyde who will be performing 

at the Admiral Duncan after this service. 

Thank you to our volunteers, including Matt who helpe me get the equipment 

here today and Brigitte who is taking photos. 

Thank you all - for joining us here today – with those who lost friends and 

family in the Admiral Duncan 17 years ago - together with the Moore family, 

with those injured, with those who want to show their solidarity and respect. 

And thank you to those who are no longer with us, those who have moved on 

with their lives after the bombing, and those who have passed on since the 

bombing – David Morley, Peggy Moore and others, whilst they may not be 

with us in person they are still very much in our thoughts. 



 

I am pleased to say that the April Acts of Remembrance have gone well this 

year. 

Brixton on Sunday 17th was fairly quiet but Matt, Brigitte and I gave out over 

300 hate crime reporting cards and spoke to quite a few people – including 

Oswald who was the guy who found the Brixton Nail bomb by the bus stop and 

moved it round the corner. What a character. 

There was five of us last Sunday 24th and we gave out over 400 hate crime 

cards on Brick Lane. It is lovely to be welcomed by the locals and we had a nice 

curry in one of the curry house after the event. 

We are raising hate crime awareness across the strands 

Through the April acts of Remembrance and National Hate Crime Awareness 

Week we have worked with so many people across all of the hate crime 

strands.  

We helped secure £70,000 worth of funding for a Disability Hate Crime project 

in Lambeth which I am very proud of.  

We have been working with people of faith and no faith, to tackle anti-

Semitism and Islamophobia, promoting organisations like the Community 

Security Trust which works with the Jewish community and Tell Mama that 

works with the Muslim community. 

It was a pleasure having Maz Saleem the daughter of Mohammed Saleem light 

the National candle of Hope and Remembrance for her father in St Paul’s last 

October. Over 200 hate crime awareness events took place around the UK 

during National Hate Crime Awareness Week 2015. 

With the donations you have made to 17-24-30 we have been able to produce 

over 40,000 Hate Crime Reporting cards, of which 28,000 cards were given out 

in Lambeth in the past two years at events like UK Black Pride and Pride in the 

Park. 

Hate Crime reporting across the capital is increasing – and this is a good thing 

as more people are coming forward to report what they are experiencing.  



Homophobic hate crime reporting for example has risen by 19.4% in the past 

year. That is a massive rise and shows that more people are confident 

reporting to the police. 

Which is why we work closely with organisations like Galop and the Metro 

Charity who can provide LGBT people with independent advice and support. 

But with the elections next week and the cuts taking place we need to be on 

guard. 

Lambeth Council for example have just cut their hate crime prevention team 

and are now only responding to incidents as and when they occur.  

These cuts to essential prevention services are happening across the country 

and this is something we need to challenge. 

With the elections taking place on Thursday – whoever you are voting for – you 

need to check whether or not they are committed to tackling hate crime in our 

communities. It is time for us to use our votes to vote out those who promote 

hate, and those who fail to defend our hate crime services. 

I am sorry to hear that Tatjana our Westminster LGBT Police Liaison officer is 

moving on in a couple of months – having a full-time LGBT Liaison Officer in 

Westminster has been essential to the safety and wellbeing of our community 

– and also provides support to other London boroughs were they don’t have 

this resource. 

We need to make sure the commitment remains for the next person to do a 

good job, and make sure that the police provide adequate time and resources 

to develop this role. 

We need to make sure that local authorities maintain and improve their hate 

crime prevention strategies and that they continue to work together with us, 

with the police and other key partners to eliminate this problem. 

I want to thank you all again for showing your support today. 

17-24-30 will continue organising these April Acts of Remembrance and 

National Hate Crime Awareness Week in October each year. 

With your support we will promote a message of HOPE across the UK. 



H for Hate crime awareness 

O for Operational response to hate crime 

P for Preventing Hate crime 

And E for Empowering our communities to report hate crime and access victim 

support services. 

We stand together to say clearly that there is no place for hate in any of our 

communities, which we aim to make safe places for all. 

Thank you 


